
 

 

 
 

Attendance Requirements for Athletic Eligibility 

 

Under Board Policy 4400, a player must have been in attendance for at least 85% of the previous 

semester.  Players who have exceeded the permissible number of absences may participate 

according to the following procedure: 

 

1. In order to participate in athletics a parent/guardian must submit a written request 

form. The form should be filled out and returned to the school athletic director along 

with appropriate documentation if necessary.  

2. A student may participate in athletics if the following requirements were met:  1. The 

majority of the absences were excused; 2. The unexcused absences alone did not 

exceed the athletic attendance requirements; and 3. The Superintendent or designee 

determines that athletic participation is in the best interest of the student.    

3. The Superintendent or designee will review the information submitted and may 

investigate further and request more information from school staff and the 

parent/student as needed. 

4. After reviewing the information submitted and completing any investigation, the 

Superintendent or designee will submit a written decision to the parents, school 

principal and school athletic director.  

5. Eligibility for participation in athletics granted under this procedure is good for one 

semester.   

6. The Superintendent’s decision regarding athletic eligibility under this procedure shall 

be final, except where the parent/guardian demonstrates a right to appeal to the Board 

of Education under N.C.G.S. 115C-45(c).   



 

 

 
 

Waiver Procedure for 365-day Waiting Period 

Students granted a transfer within the district may apply to the Superintendent for a waiver of the 

athletic waiting period, and the Superintendent or designee may grant such waivers according to 

the following guidelines:  

1. Parents must submit a written waiver request on a form available from the office of the 

district Athletic Director. Parents should submit a copy of the transfer approval letter and 

any other supporting documentation. The parent must provide reliable information 

demonstrating that the transfer was requested for one or more of the following reasons 

and was not entirely or partially for reasons of athletic eligibility:  

a. Special curricular needs;  

b. Documented medical/health needs;  

c. Student's parent/legal custodian is a permanently assigned employee of the receiving 

school or another school in the receiving school's attendance zone;  

d. Documented hardship due to child care needs;  

e. Documented safety reasons;  

f. Transfers mandated by federal or state law or court order;  

g. Other serious and continuing hardship.  

2. The Superintendent or designee will review the information submitted by the parent and 

any other relevant information and determine whether the information reliably 

demonstrates that the transfer meets the criteria for a waiver.  

3. The decision will be forwarded to the parent or guardian in writing. The student shall be 

ineligible to participate in the athletic program pending approval of the waiver. If a 

transfer student participates in a contest prior to the approval of an appeal, the student 

will be immediately dropped from the team. Eligibility will be restored after approval of 

an appeal and after suspension from the number of contests equal to the number of 

contests the student participated in while ineligible. If the student is an underclassman, 

the suspension may carry over into the next sport in which the student participates in that 

year.  

4. The Superintendent may revoke a decision to permit a student to participate in athletics if 

at any time it is determined that the student has transferred for athletic purposes or that 

the student or parent submitted inaccurate or misleading information in support of the 

waiver request.  

5. If a student transfers and receives a waiver, and then transfers again (including back to 

the original school), the student is again subject to the waiting period and must request a 

new waiver. 



 

 

6. The Superintendent’s decision regarding an athletic eligibility waiver shall be final, 

except where the parent/guardian demonstrates a right to appeal to the Board of 

Education under N.C.G.S. 115C-45(c).  


